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" Pious"  people  who allow their  numerous  and beautiful places  of worship  of ancient times to crumble to dust, and build new ones in order to perpetuate  their  own  name,,   cannot  be   said  to worship  any  god  except that  of  self-glory.    A family in which the sons are against their fathers, and the  mothers  of the  sons  are,  without  any social   stigma,   the   heavy   oppressors    of   their daughters-in-law, cannot be described as showing a real picture of home life or domestic affection, There may exist a vast diversity of religious forms and yet a real unity of ethical, social, or national ideas, as in the United States of America.    But where the forms are dead and make no pretence to  mould  the growing ideas, where the  sap  of human  experience  which  gave  life  to  a system has run dry, the forms, rituals, and social observances will have no connection with the true inner life of the people.    The priests are generally an ignorant body of men, whose knowledge is confined to  a  set of   dead   formularies.     They  have   no possible position  or vantage-ground  from which they can impress their ideals,  even  if they had any, on their congregations.    They have no access to  any machinery  for the  spiritual elevation  of humanity.    I  do   not   assert   that there  are no individual   lives   of   purity,   devotion,  and   self-sacrifice in the cities.    But where  these virtues exist,   their   lustre   is   dimmed   by   gloom   and despair as regards the world in general.    Where is the  self-confident power which will   ride   on